The Church is “Followers of Jesus”


*Let’s talk:

· What is your favorite saying?  Here are a few examples.  (Don’t count your chickens before they hatch!  An apple a day keeps the doctor away.  A picture is worth a thousand words.  Stitch in time saves nine.) Do you know where your favorite saying comes from?  (Google is your friend.  Use it if you need to.)

· Isn’t it funny how over time sayings change meaning or lose their original context?  The words Church is definitely one of those words!

· If someone asked you, “What is Church?” how would you answer?

I. The Church is …

· Do you remember the topic for last week?  What was one of the things that Paul said that Church was? (It is all about Jesus.)

· Do you remember the topic from this week?  (The Church is Christians.)

· The term “Christians” means little Christs.  The Church is more about a people than a place.  As a matter of fact, the Church consists of a group of people that follow Jesus.  Here’s our verse from last week:

· “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” Matthew 16:15-18

· So it is really interesting that the English word “church” is usually connected with 

· A religious building or a religious service.  Over time it seems like the word “Church” has changed from a group of people to a place or a program.

· The Greek word for “church” (ekklesia).  This literally means “called out ones” or “an assembly”.  Regardless, it is a collective group of people that are called out or “holy”.




II. How do we follow Jesus?

· If the Church is more about a people that follow Jesus, we should be asking the question “How can we, as the Church, live more like Jesus?”

· Off the top of your head, what are some ways that we can live more like Jesus?  In other words, what was Jesus known for?

· There were four different ways that were mentioned in the service.  Can you think of one or more?

1. Jesus lived His life completely for the good of others.

· How have you seen other people embody this value?  How could you live for the good of other people?

2. Jesus was compassionate.

· In what ways was Jesus compassionate?  Can you think of some examples?  
· How could you live that out more in your personal life?

3. Jesus had a deep devotion to God's will.

· How can you be more devoted to God’s will?  What are some examples of things you could do this week?

4. Jesus was humble.

· How could practicing humility change the world or at least the world around you?  

· We should align our lives according to who Jesus was and how He lived because…

· The Church is not a building or a service.  The Church is a people in a relationship with Jesus Christ.
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III. We are the Church

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:19-22

· Who is The Apostle Paul addressing in this verse? (The Church in Ephesus)
· Was it the building that they went to for their service?  Did they even have a building?  
· What as the church “built” on?  
· What were the essential elements to the Church according to this verse?  (Apostle’s teaching, Jesus, people, Holy Spirit).  

· This verse is addressed to and fully describes a group of people who are following Jesus!  That means that when we are talking about the Church we are saying…

We are the Church!

· Simply put, the Church is a group of people that follow Jesus.  We are the hands and feet of Christ to people who do not know Him.

· What is one thing that you can take away from the message this week?  How can you put it into practice?




1


st e s ooty i
e e s s D A e te)

o s e

it

e h i i e 1 s i)

At g et s o g o s

P S ——

B T ———
oo oo s s s g

- ekt e (s, T el ot res
s et s e o
e




